
Newsl et t er  
Parish of St. Peter and Good Shepherd 

Bearsted & Harrietsham 
A Member of Bearsted area Churches Together 

St Peter’s Church, Button Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 8NJ 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Rectory Lane (off East Street) Harrietsham 

Email: stpetersbearsted@waitrose.com 
Website: http://www.catholic-bearsted.org.uk/ 

Diocesan Website: http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Parish Priest: Monsignor Timothy Galligan (01622 736100) 
Parish Deacon: Reverend Cyril Durbin (01622 630055) 

St Peter’s Hall booking secretary: 01732 845077 (8 pm – 9 pm Mon-Fri only) 

Catholic schools in our local area: 
St Francis Primary, Queens Road, Maidstone ME16 0LB (Tel: 771540) 

The Holy Family Primary. Bicknor Road, Parkwood Maidstone ME15 9PS (Tel: 756778) 
St Simon Stock Secondary, Oakwood Park, Maidstone ME16 0JP (Tel: 754551) 

Year A Saints Peter and Paul 
Thirteenth week in Ordinary Time 

29 June 2008 

 

Today, with the whole Church we celebrate St Peter and St Paul, two of the greatest 
followers of Christ: Peter, chosen as the ‘rock’ on which Christ would build up the 
community of his Church, Paul who began the mission to the ‘gentiles’, bearing the Gospel 
across the Roman Empire to those of any background who would accept Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Saviour. They died as martyrs for Christ. This is of course a Patronal feast 
for us at St Peter’s.   

Pope Benedict has declared the following twelve months a special ‘year of St Paul’, 
describing it as ‘a renewed invitation to announce the Good News of Jesus Christ’.  

Marking special moments can be helpful: at The Friars, Aylesford, there will be a Solemn 
Celebration of Evening Prayer to inaugurate the year, this afternoon at 4.30pm.  

Here in our parish it will also be in a certain sense a ‘year of St Peter’, since it leads up to 
the Silver Jubilee of our Parish Church in 2009. I have asked Terry Kinsman to help 
coordinate this – if you have any particular suggestions, please let him know. More 
information soon. 

Today: ‘Peter’s Pence’ Second Collection. Sent to the Holy Father, Pope Benedict, this is 
your personal contribution towards the expenses of his ministry and that of the Holy See 
on behalf of the whole Church. The Catholic Church in our country has always given 
particularly generously to ‘Peter’s Pence’ – please continue this with your customary 
generosity.  

Tuesdays with St Matthew – the journey continues.  

Our journey of prayer and discussion of St Matthew’s Gospel continues on Tuesday 8 July 
at 7.30pm, in the Parish Room at St Peter’s. The session will last about one hour and we 
will look at the ‘Our Father’ in the Sermon on the Mount. Anyone is welcome to come and 
join in. Remember to bring your bible. 



Youth Festival at Aylesford 

Join other young Catholics for this day of fun and celebration – next Saturday, 5 July, at 
The Friars, Aylesford from 10am-8pm.There are two streams for different age groups.  

Theme: You will receive the Holy Spirit and you will be my witnesses. Ideal for 
Confirmation candidates. For more information see poster at St Peter’s. 

Day for Life – Sunday July 6th 

‘The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those who are crushed in spirit’ is the 
theme for this year’s Day for Life – the day dedicated to raising awareness about the 
meaning and value of human life at every stage and in every condition. 

Day for Life 2008 will focus on Mental Health. It will help raise awareness of the needs of 
those affected by mental ill-health, their friends, their family and their carers and the 
support that the parish community can bring. Mental ill-health can happen to anyone - 1 in 
4 people will experience a mental health problem at some stage in their life. Millions of 
people across Britain and Ireland are either living with or know someone close to them 
who has been affected by depression, schizophrenia, suicide, self-harm, bereavement, 
substance misuse or mental health difficulties at some stage in their lives.  

There will be a second collection to support the Church’s work for life next weekend. 
Please use the envelope attached to his newsletter, especially if you can Gift Aid your 
offering. Please pray as well as give. A leaflet will be attached to next week’s newsletter. 

Masses and Intentions during the next Week 
(Masses marked ‘H’ are at Harrietsham) 

Saturday 28th 5-5.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions 

 6pm For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life 
(Catenians) 

 Confirmation Group after Mass 

Sunday 29th 8.45 (H) Sts Peter and Paul All Parishioners 

 10.30am  Frank Rafferty RIP 

Monday 30th 7pm The First Martyrs of Rome In honour of Jesus’ 
agony 

Tuesday 1st 10am St Oliver Plunkett Fr Jim Hurley’s 
intention 

Wednesday 2nd 9.30am (H)   

Thursday 3rd   No Parish Mass St Thomas, apostle  

Friday 4th 10am   

Saturday 5th 5-5.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions 

 6pm  All Parishioners 

Sunday 6th 8.45 (H) Fourteenth Sunday Tom Sewell RIP 

 10.30am  Mr Baede RIP 

 



Please pray for: 

* The sick of our parish, particularly Kieran Lynch, Mike Thomsett, and all who are unwell 
at home or in care homes in the parish, and Fr Chris O’Brien.  

* The Holy Father’s Mission Intention for July: ‘that the World Youth Day in Australia may 
kindle the fire of divine love in young people, making them heralds of hope for a new 
humanity.’ 

Parish Barbecue 

Sunday July 13th after Mass. A lovely social way of spending lunch time  

Justice and Peace 

Justice and Peace Group meets Tuesday 7.30pm in the Parish Room at St Peter’s. 

Oberammegau 2010 

19-26th June. St. Francis Parish is organising a party to travel together. Details on notice 
board. Contact Dennis Edwardes 01622 720830 as soon as possible as deposits are 
required about now. 

Youth Group 

Youth Group – for 10 to 14 years old Mondays, 7 – 8.30pm (Church Hall) New members 
welcome!! 

Mon 30th June – Rounders & Chips! 

Len Valley Christian Union 

Join the Len Valley Christian Union for the third of four Bible study evenings led by Derek 
Savage in the Booth Hall, Harrietsham. The evening on Tuesday 1 July is based on the 
Commandment Love your neighbour as yourself. Please bring a Bible. Refreshments will 
be available. Let us know if you would like help with transport. For more information please 
contact: Pamela Cuerden on 859442, Bill Washington on 853577, or Michelle Saunders 
on 858376. 


