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Parish of St. Peter and the Good Shepherd 

Bearsted & Harrietsham 
A Member of Bearsted area Churches Together 

NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   
St Peter’s Church, Button Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 8NJ 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Rectory Lane (off East Street) Harrietsham 

 

Contact us:  
Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer: 01622 736100; Email: parishpriest@catholic-bearsted.org.uk 
Parish Deacon: Reverend Cyril Durbin: 01622 630055; Email: cyrildurbin@btinternet.com 
St Peterôs Hall Bookingsô Secretary:  07919 084730 
 

More information: 
Parish Website: www.catholic-bearsted.org.uk 
Diocesan Website: www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

The Catholic Church: www.catholicchurch.org.uk 
Prayer: www.life4seekers.co.uk; www.holyspiritinteractive.net 
World Youth Day: www.madrid11.com 
 

Catholic Schools in our local area: 
St Francis Primary, Queens Road, Maidstone ME16 0LB (Telephone: 771540) 
The Holy Family Primary, Bicknor Road, Parkwood, Maidstone ME15 9PS (Telephone: 756778)  
St Simon Stock Catholic Secondary, Oakwood Park, Maidstone ME16 0JP (Telephone: 754551) 

 

Year B Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 5 February; 2012 

 

FAITH IN FOCUS: SIGN OF THINGS TO COME 

óLife is but a breath and my eyes will never again see joy.ô We can all sympathise with Job. He 
feels so downhearted that nothing seems worthwhile any more. And from time to time we can all 
end up asking whatôs the point of life and whether itôs worth all the effort. We take our fair share of 
knocks and itôs easy to stay down rather than pick ourselves up and dust ourselves down. 

Thatôs why the cures that Jesus worked came as such a bombshell to a people that had grown 
cynical about life. St Mark tells us that from the outset of his ministry Jesus attracted large crowds 
eager to see him perform cures on those who were sick. 

Of course, Jesus was no doctor. But it was as if, for the crowd, these miracles validated his 
preaching claims. Anyone can preach, but someone who can back up their preaching with healing 
is surely worth listening to. And for Jesus these cures were not the be-all and end-all of his 
mission. They were signs of something else: the setting up of the kingdom of God. 

From the start Jesus never claimed any credit for these miracles. He was up-front about where he 
got his power from: his Father. And it was his Father who had sent him to inaugurate a new way of 
life, a new style of living according to the values of the kingdom which was about to come. 

Two thousand years on the Church continues this mission of proclaiming the kingdom to a world 
that is often as weary as Jesusôs listeners. In the midst of war, scandal, opposition and sheer 
human frailty we keep in mind that we are not trying to compete with other agencies, with 
governments or lifestyle promoters. Our message is radically different from any other. It says that 
God intends us to live in a way that puts others first, that thrives on self-sacrifice after the fashion 
of Christ and that has no time for the self-centred idealism of much of what advertisers and spin-
doctors present us with today. For Christians are in the world but not of it. Thatôs because, warts 
and all, they are part of the kingdom of God. And as Jesusôs audience found out, despite the 
problems that each day might bring, the kingdom is very near. 
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JUSTICE and PEACE   

The annual report for our Justice and Peace group is now available. Our thanks to Marie and the 
team for organizing this important part of our parish structure which attracts membership from 
within our neighbouring Christian communities. 

Mass times and Intentions during the week 

(Masses marked ó(H)ô are at Harrietsham) 

Saturday 4 February 6pm Vigil Mass Len Richardson RIP 

Sunday 5th 8.45am (H) FIFTH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME (B) Education 

Sunday. Celebrantôs Intention 

 10.30am Pro Populo 

Monday 6thï Friday 
10th 

 Sorry, no parish Masses 

Saturday 11 February 6pm Vigil Mass Pro Populo 

Sunday 12th 8.45am (H) SIXTH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME (B) Celebrantôs 
Intention 

 10.30am Celebrantôs Intention 

 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

Our childrenôs preparations for First Eucharist are on Friday afternoons and sessions continue 
during term time. Please remember the children and their families in your prayers especially as 
they prepare for the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation later this month. 

BAPTISM 

If you wish to have your child baptized please make any initial enquiries to Fr Geoff or Deacon 
Cyril after any Sunday Mass. 

St Peterôs Youth Group 

Uni hockey and other games, this Monday, 6th February, 7 ï 8.30pm in the church hall. All are 
welcome! 

St Peterôs Choir News 

Next choir practices: Sunday 19th February, after our 10.30 Mass; Tuesday 28th February, 8 ï 
9pm. Sung Mass on Sunday 26th February. New members very welcome! 

PLEASE PRAYé 

Z On this Education Sunday for those who govern and those who teach in our schools, and for 
all catechists and those responsible for the continuing Catholic education of our young 
people. 

Z For all the sick of our parish whether at home, in hospital or in care homes (especially this 
Saturday on World Day for the Sick, feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes). 

Z For those recently dead and for all our relatives and friends. 

Z For the Popeôs Mission Intention for February: óThat all peoples may have access to water 
and other resources needed for daily life. And that the Lord may sustain the efforts of health 
workers assisting the sick and elderly in the worldôs poorest regions.ô 

Z For unity within our families and unity among our churches. 
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Thank you for your offerings last Sunday to help run our parish: £404.65 (£249.11 of which was 
Gift-Aided. Weekly standing orders, paid direct into our bank amount to £121.00). Ê Today is 
Education Sunday and there will be a retiring collection for the Catholic Education Service. This 
service is the chief negotiating and advisory body on matters affecting all aspects of Catholic 
education. It also provides financial assistance for school transport in rural areas. 

 

On Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th February the Annual Collection for 
Cabrini Childrenôs Society will take place. Cabrini provides support and 
care to some of the most vulnerable children and young people in our 
community. This includes providing extended schools clubs; nursery care; 
counselling in schools; residential care for adults with learning disabilities 

and catechetical programmes for children and young people with special needs. 2012 is Cabriniôs 
125th anniversary so help Cabrini to continue its fantastic work in your diocese for a further 125 
years by supporting this appeal. Please donate what you can to help give the next generation the 
chance they deserve and donôt forget to complete one of Cabriniôs gift aid envelopes if you are 
able. 

 

 


